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	Europeana in the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 


Europeana – Single Access Point to Europe's Cultural Heritage

Europeana
 is the most visible representation of European cultural heritage online. After three years of innovative work since the portal was launched in 2008, Europeana now gives access to a European treasury of 23 million books, pictures, films, maps, archival records, museum objects and sound recordings from over 2,000 of Europe’s memory institutions.

Europeana is a trusted source of Europe’s collective memory, celebrating its cultural diversity. It provides a space in which people can reflect on their European identity, stimulating the development of shared ideas and values and an inclusive society. Culture, as a source of identity, is also a powerful factor of social innovation.
Europeana – A Catalyst for Innovation, Growth and Convergence towards a Digital Single Market

During the next decade Europeana aims at opening access to all of Europe’s digitised cultural heritage, making an active contribution to the delivery of the objectives of the Digital Agenda for Europe.

Europeana is a strong promoter of trans-European interoperability and cross-border interconnections. Founded on a strong and vibrant network of museums, archives and libraries across Europe, Europeana is the result of innovative ways of European collaboration. It supports the cultural heritage sector through knowledge transfer, fostering research and development of digital heritage applications. 

Europeana creates conditions for the social and economic Growth from Culture. It fosters the re-use of the material, in full compliance with copyright and related rights. It pioneers new methods of access and encourages the use of its content in untried situations. Europeana stimulates digital innovation in the creative industries as a driver for growth.

Europeana removes bottlenecks that hinder the completion of the Digital Single Market. It promotes actively the open standards that will stimulate the knowledge economy. Europeana works with its partners to remove barriers to access of the inestimable riches of Europe’s cultural heritage. It plays a pivotal role in forwarding the debates on: copyright harmonisation in Europe, multilingualism, the public domain and the creating of a European Cultural Commons.

Endeavours like Europeana are an indispensable condition for smart, but also sustainable and inclusive economic growth in the European Union.

Ensuring Sustainability of Europeana – The Connecting Europe Facility

Europeana (Access to European resources of cultural heritage) is one of the digital service infrastructures that have been identified as a project of common interest in the framework of the proposed Guidelines for trans-European telecommunication networks that shall be supported in accordance with the Proposal for a Regulation establishing the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF – 2014-2020)
. These provisions respond to Key Action 15 of the Digital Agenda for Europe: by 2012 propose a sustainable model for financing the EU public digital library Europeana and digitisation of content.

Digital service infrastructures under CEF are proposed for a two layer implemention: Core service platforms (central elements or hubs ensuring trans-European connectivity, access and interoperability) and generic services (functionality and content of digital service infrastructures, connected through core service platforms). Europeana Foundation runs the core service platform of Europeana. This includes the coordination of the ecosystem of content providers and aggregators, who provide the generic services.
Until 2013, the work of running and coordinating the Europeana portal will be funded through the ICT Policy Support Programme. For 2014-2020, long-term funding of an annual budget of  € 6 million needs to be secured for running Europeana's core service platform.
Article 10(4) of the CEF provides for grant funding of generic services covering up to 75%; of core service platforms covering up to 100 % of eligible costs, without prejudice to the co-financing principle.

Core service platforms are the centrepiece of trans-European digital service infrastructures. Their existence and sustainability is a crucial prerequisite for their trans-European functioning and roll-out. Funding of up to 100 % for core service platforms is therefore justified and does not prejudice the co-financing principle, when seen as a package with generic services funded at up to 75% and the further investments made by Member States to facilitate the deployment and take-up of digital service infrastructures.

Member States put large investments
 in extensive digitisation projects to make Europe’s collective memory accessible in digital form, a prerequisite for Europeana to both perform as a core service platform and provide the required generic services.

Further Deployment of Europeana under CEF

Core service platform:

Through the Europeana Portal, Europeana Foundation develops, operates and administrates distributed computing, data storage facilities and software. It provides a single access point to European cultural heritage content at item level, a set of interface specifications to interact with the infrastructure (search for data, download data) and support for the metadata adaptation and ingestion of new content. 

Europeana supplies information on conditions for re-use of the content accessible through the infrastructure.

Europeana provides the means for establishing an interaction with content providers, end-users (citizens accessing the portal) and re-users (creative industries), for the promotion of the core service platform, coordination of related networks and information exchange.

Funding for 100 % of Europeana's core service platform will ensure that the Europeana service can be continued and expanded in order to deliver its most valuable contributions to creating a sustainable European information space, stimulating social and economic Growth from Culture, contribute to implementing the Digital Agenda for Europe and completing the Digital Single Market.

Generic services:

In close cooperation with the network of contributing organisations, Europeana delivers a wide range of generic services. It aggregates new content held by cultural institutions and private content holders in the Members States. It supports crowd-sourcing facilities encouraging interactivity and enabling users to make an active contribution to the site. Europeana provides user-friendly services, addressing issues such as search and browsing improvements as well as cross-language access. It promotes the exchange of rights and licensing infrastructures. Such services are now forming the basis of similar initiatives in Korea, South Africa and the United States and are influencing the work of the W3C on the semantic web. 

Europeana – Keeping the Momentum

Europeana has gained recognition for the high European-added value it creates through content aggregation, technology transfer, knowledge sharing and policy development. It is crucial to continue building on the existing ecosystem of experiences, knowledge and digital services infrastructure – and not to start reinventing the wheel.
�http://www.europeana.eu/portal/


� http://ec.europa.eu/budget/reform/commission-proposals-for-the-multiannual-financial-framework-2014-2020/index_en.htm


� The Comité des Sages report estimates the cost of digitising the total collections of Europe’s museums, archives and libraries, including the audiovisual material they hold, at approximately €100 billion (� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/digital_libraries/doc/refgroup/final_report_cds.pdf" ��http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/digital_libraries/doc/refgroup/final_report_cds.pdf�) 
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